Weston seizes hockey crown
By By Timothy Whelan Jr./Daily News correspondent
Saturday, February 24, 2007 - Updated: 12:05 AM EST


 

LOWELL -- In order to clinch the MVC/DCL Div. 3 title outright, all Weston needed was to tie Dracut in yesterday's regular season finale at Janas Memorial Skating Rink in Lowell. 

With the score knotted at 1-1 after two periods, the visiting Wildcats could have employed a more defensive style of play in the third to capture their first league championship. But Weston coach Linc Cornell wasn't about to watch a golden opportunity slip through his team's glove tips.

"I told them not to wait," Cornell said, recounting his speech to his team during the second intermission. "In life you have got to take responsibility, and you don't just wait for things to come. I wanted them to just go out and take it."

Their coach's words fresh in their memories, the Wildcats did not waste any time in putting Cornell's message into action. With two goals in the opening 1:07 of the third period, Weston took a commanding lead on its way to a convincing 4-1 win over Dracut. Not only did the win clinch the league title for the Wildcats, it also wrapped up an undefeated campaign within the MVC/DCL Div. 3 (11-0-1 in league, 17-1-2 overall).

Not bad for a program in just its second year of existence after lying dormant since the '80s.

"This is real special," said senior captain Johnny Batter, who scored the eventual game-winner just 34 seconds into the third period. "We weren't really playing our game for the first two periods, but in the third we took it to them. Securing the league title like this, in the last game against Dracut, it's just awesome."

Weston got on the board first, as senior defenseman Harrison Miller knocked the puck home at 11:39 of the opening period with an assist to sophomore Riley Merritt. But Dracut (11-7-2, 9-2-1 MVC/DCL Div. 3) countered right away as the Steve McLean scored on a helper from Ryan Miamis. McLean and Miamis finish the season as the league's leading scorers (33 points apiece), but neither they nor any of the Middies could solve Weston sophomore goalie Joe Dell'Erario the rest of the night.

To Dracut coach Mike Marshall, though, too many scoring opportunities were squandered by his team.

"We were trying to make too many moves in the offensive end, and we weren't taking shots in the shooting lanes," said Marshall, whose squad was out-shot, 34-20. "But give credit to Dell'Erario. He is one of the better goalies I have seen."

The second period was a case of each team standing its ground firmly, the stakes of the game evident with each check in the respective defensive zones.

Just as the crowd awaited another defensive struggle in the third, Weston got those ideas out of spectators' heads promptly. Batter batted home the puck with an assist to senior Brian Dell'Erario. Thirty-three seconds later, senior Alex Marlow ripped home a rebound off a shots from classmates Jared Pomerance and Tommy Berg.

At 7:19, senior Andrew Elman shot a wrister that trickled past Dracut goalie Justin Gauthier. Dell'Erario got his second assist of the day on the play.

Cornell, whose team beat Dracut earlier in the year, 2-0, wants to use the win as a springboard going into the tournament.

"We played like a team in the third, but we have to be a team all the time," he said. "We have to be focused, because from this point on it it sudden death."



