U. S. History







Name:

Nineteenth Century United States History

Research Paper

Agenda:  (specific dates will be forthcoming)
· September: 

1. Select and narrow topic (pick top 3)

2. One book and one other source (make Note cards ASAP!)

· October: 

1.  Continue narrowing your topic

2.  Second book and two other sources

3.  Thesis due by end of October
· November:

1.  Third book and one other source

2.  Note cards

3.  Outline 

4. Annotated bibliography and rough draft

· December:

1. 5-7 page paper

Grading: 

· Rubrics and point values will be given to you at a later date

· Weight for all parts of this project:

1. Final paper: 50%

2. Outline: 20%

3. Note cards: 20%

4. Bibliography: 10%

Details of the Research Paper:

What is a research paper?


The research paper is a documented prose work resulting from an organized 
analysis of a subject. It is essential to list any sources used in this assignment.

What is the purpose of the paper?

1. To expand on a topic of interest to the student within an area of study

2. To enable a student to understand the technicalities of a formal paper

3. To enable the student to utilize and combine historical writing and thinking skills

4. Te enable the student to learn how to and get the experience of researching a subject

What are the parts of the paper?

1. Preliminary steps include but are not limited to:

· Choose topic and create a thesis statement

· Develop annotated bibliography: this paper needs to contain a minimum of 7 sources, three need to be books and no more than two internet sources (and you MUST include at least one quote from each source)
· Note cards

· Outline

· Rough draft

2. Final Paper

· Title Paper

· Outline

· Essay with parenthetical documentation

· Annotated Bibliography

A way to tackle a research paper:

1. Choose a general topic

2. Look for text, periodical and web sources

3. Start to narrow your topic

4. Create a preliminary outline

5. As you research, take notes and organize your note cards

6. Continue to revisit the outline, the more organized it is, the easier it is to write the final paper

7. Write the rough draft completely with parenthetical documentation and bibliography 

8. Write your final draft

Topics for the paper 

You will be asked to select three of these topics that interest you, and we will be selecting which one will be your focus. This avoids too much duplication. You can also select to do a paper that is related to one of these topics, as long as you obtain permission from the instructor. Your task will be much easier if you narrow down your focus as much as possible. 

Louisiana Purchase




Alexander Hamilton

Lewis and Clark





Aaron Burr

Sacagawea





Purchase of Alaska

Battle of Baltimore




William Jennings Bryan

Nat Turner





Andrew Carnegie

Sam Houston





JP Morgan

Andrew Jackson





Gettysburg Address

Susan B. Anthony




Acquisition of Hawaii

Seneca Falls Convention

John Marshall

Marbury v. Madison

Presidency of Thomas Jefferson

War of 1812

Battle of New Orleans

Indian Removal Act /Trail of Tears

John C. Calhoun

The Alamo

The Oregon Trail

Harriet Tubman

Harriet Beecher Stowe

Lincoln/Douglass Debates

Dred Scott

Battles of the Civil War (Gettysburg, Antietem, Manassas 1&2 etc. – choose one)

Jefferson Davis

Stonewall Jackson

Robert E. Lee

Lee surrenders at Appomattox

Emancipation Proclamation

Clara Barton

Robert Gould Shaw

Assassination of Lincoln

The Impeachment of Andrew Johnson

The Presidency of US Grant

Carpetbaggers

Reconstruction (be specific)

Freedman’s Bureau

George Custer and the Battle of Little Big Horn

Sitting Bull

Thomas Edison

Populist Movement

Mother Jones

Alexander Graham Bell

John D. Rockefeller and Standard Oil

Haymarket Riot

Samuel Gompers

Samuel Morse

Spanish American War
