HP 04/05


WELCOME TO PHYSICS!

Honors Physics: classroom policies, expectations, study tips etc.

(all information is subject to change, because you never know...)

Dr. Boris Korsunsky
How to find me between classes.

Room 10, M/Science Office.  Phone 781-529-8030 x 7609 E-mail: korsunbo@post.harvard.edu 
My schedule and other useful information is posted in the classroom and on the course Web page. 

http://www.weston.org/schools/hs/sci/hphy/korsunsky/

 

Tentative Course Content.

A. Mechanics: kinematics, Newton's laws, conservation laws, circular motion, gravity

B. Waves: vibrations, waves, sound, light

C. Electromagnetism: electrostatics, currents and circuits, magnetism (if time permits)

 

Major Performance Objectives.

· to become independent learners;

· to become conversant in scientific methodology;

· to continue improving the laboratory skills: experiment design, implementation and interpretation

· to learn to work cooperatively with peers;

· to learn to recognize the basic physical principles governing the physical processes

· to learn to integrate scientific, mathematical and logical skills;

· to improve problem-solving skills;

· to learn multiple ways of describing a physical situation.

 

Grading Policies.

· Your quarter grade is 50% tests and quizzes; 25% labs and activities; 15% homework; 10% class participation. Project evaluation is likely be added; if so, the pertinent grading policy will be specified at that time. Each semester grade is the average of the quarter grades. The final grade for the course is 45% first semester, 45% second semester and 10% final exam. 

· Within each category of assignments, the grade will be determined on a total point basis;

· Late work will be penalized 10% for each business day late; there will be a final deadline for each project, after which you will get a zero. 

· -Some work must be made up (primarily, lab reports); some can be made up (quizzes).

 

Things to have in class with you every day. (If you do not have them, it may adversely affect your grade)

· Three-ring binder

· pen and pencils

· ruler

· non-graphing calculator

 Class conduct.

· Carefully review WHS Student Handbook for the school policies on attendance, dress guidelines, tardiness, disciplinary issues (especially plagiarism - I tend to be unpleasantly rigid about it) etc.: all these policies do apply from day one. 

· Please read the “outside help” handout carefully; it may save you a lot of stress and embarrassment…

· Treat everyone in class (that includes me) with respect .

· If you want to say something, please raise your hand. Only one person speaks at a time.

· Drink and food are not allowed during the lab activities, near the computers, if noisy and/or messy.

· Hats of any sorts are not to be worn in class, please. Exceptions can be made for religious and/or medical reasons.

 

Study tips. (Extremely important)

· ENJOY!
· Do your homework consistently; otherwise, you will be lost in class. Always have your homework ready to be collected. Homework effort, though formally making up only 15% of the grade, indirectly accounts for, shall we say, 88%… Be persistent; spending half an hour thinking over a tough problem is quite normal.

· Homework assignments will be on the board and on the Web at www.homeworknow.com       We will also use www.webassign.com .

· Be sure to ask questions when you feel like it: this is both an effective study habit and the way science has developed; posing a good question is often harder than answering it. I value your questions and comments very much - and so should you.

· Please try not to use pencil for writing – instead, use pen and cross things out, do not erase or white them out;

· Do not pay too much attention to equations and formulas at the expense of concepts; when in class, listen to words and write down what you feel is important (and, of course, write down all that I ask you to)

· Always keep every bit of paper related to the course: class notes, homework assignments (even the ones that are not collected), lab reports, tests, handouts etc.: all of them are invaluable resources for review;

· It is crucial that you use extra help wisely. Ask for it as soon as you feel lost; it is also important that you do come when I suggest a help session. You should come prepared with more or less specific questions and concerns. If, for instance, you have difficulties with a homework assignment and come to discuss it, I expect to see some drafts, hear some ideas, etc. Simply saying "I did not do anything because I don't understand a thing" should be a rather rare exception…

 

Truths regarding some common myths.

· Understanding physics is not a "yes or no" affair;

· Your facility with math operations is unlikely to be limiting you in a physics class; however, problem-solving skills and logical reasoning are important in physics;

· Physics is not inherently harder or easier than any other subject;

· Intellectual persistence means more than "talent" for your success.

 

Once again, enjoy!       






