WESTON RECREATION COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2019, 7:00 PM
WESTON COMMUNITY CENTER
20 ALPHABET LANE
Members Present: Eric Rosenthal (chair) Xinsheng Zhu, Elly Pendergast, Melissa Crocker
Absent: Matt Schulman, Victoria Whalen, Marcy Dorna
Staff: Chris Fitzgerald (Director), Sharon Locke (Assistant Director)
Guests: Migonne Murray (COA Director), Julie Johnstone
Resident Comments:
Welcome to resident Ms. Julie Johnstone who is thinking about running for a position on the
Weston Recreation Commission
Previous Meeting Minutes
The minutes from January 17, 2019 were reviewed and approved.

COA Presentation
Migonne Murray
Ms. Migonne Murray, Weston COA Director, made a presentation about the Weston COA
(please see attached presentation).
The goal of the COA is to create a welcoming atmosphere and it is not rigid. The COA will
accommodate anyone who wants to use their services.
The COA is really lacking a space for seniors to hang out or to socialize. All the new COA
facilities in surrounding towns allow for space for seniors to hang out and socialize. There is not
such space at the Weston COA. Currently the COA is in the final stages of a needs assessment
and has noted that Weston has the least amount of senior space of any surrounding town.
It was suggested and discussed by Ms. Pendergast, Ms. Crocker, and Mr. Rosenthal that
perhaps the COA should have representation on the Recreation Master Plan Committee and
the Recreation Commission.

Case Campus Sewage Treatment
Chris Fitzgerald/Eric Rosenthal
The Board of Health is conducting a study about adding a sewage treatment plant to the Case
Campus. A sewage treatment plant would allow additional buildings to be built on the Case
Campus as well as a possible expansion of the Library, Community Center, and Brook School
Apartments. The project would cost roughly 10 million dollars and if started today would take
about 3 ½ years to complete. There would be an option for an additional 50,000 gallons to be
added at the cost of an additional 3 million dollars.
Mr. Rosenthal would like the Recreation Commission along with the rest of the Case Campus
representatives (library, COA, etc.) to be better organized as a group to advocate for the
sewage treatment plant. Mr. Rosenthal would like to group to answer the following questions:
 How does having no expansion room on the Case Campus limit programs and
operations?
 If expansion was allowed how it would it benefit the individual user groups; Recreation,
COA, Library?
Ms. Pendergast would like the following questions added:
 Would an outdoor bathroom facility alleviate the use of the library bathrooms?
 How would you (the Recreation staff) like to expand your building?
The Board of Selectman would like to know thoughts and ideas by April 2019. Mr. Fitzgerald
said that his staff has a staff meeting on Monday Feb. 25th and will dive into ideas at that
meeting. Mr. Fitzgerald will then formulate a statement and have it ready by the March 2019
Recreation Commission meeting.
Ms. Pendergast would like to see more cooperation within the Case Campus and would like to
once again propose a Case Campus Council. This council would allow members of the Case
Campus to communicate and share ideas. There would be one member from each board on the
council. This council could also look into Case Campus traffic issues.

751 Boston Post Road
Chris Fitzgerald
This property is known as Woodly Farms. The individual owner would like to put it up for sale.
The Town of Weston has first refusal of the property. The Board of Selectmen has asked all
boards if anyone has any reason for wanting the property. The property is valued between 1012 million dollars. There is also an individual looking at it for the purpose of 40B Housing. The
property abuts the Rail Trail and there is some talk of it possibly becoming a picnic area for the

Rail Trail. Mr. Fitzgerald asked the commission if anyone felt that there was any reason
Recreation should consider this property.
Mr. Rosenthal felt that without the Recreation Master Plan study results the Recreation
Commission is not in any position to request land or to ask for a hold on the land. Mr. Rosenthal
feels that the Recreation Commission should pass on the land. Ms. Crocker feels strongly that
the Recreation Commission should take the land because it is too valuable to let go.
Mr. Zhu agrees with Mr. Rosenthal that without the results of the Recreation Master Plan Study
the Recreation Commission cannot really lay claim to the land because they have no idea what
they would use it for.
Mr. Rosenthal suggested creating a hybrid statement stating that the Recreation Commission is
not ready to submit a plan at this time. Mr. Fitzgerald will craft a statement to submit to the
Board of Selectman and will share it with the Recreation Commission for individual feedback
before submitting it.
Master Plan Committee
Chris Fitzgerald/Melissa Crocker
There was a public meeting held last Wednesday that can be viewed on the Weston Media
Center. Only eight people attended, all had a chance to speak and express their views and
ideas. Ideas/Issues that came up were:
 More pathways needed around town
 Need for a pickle ball court
 Rehab the bathhouse/changing facilities at the Memorial Pool
 Maintenance of trails
 More indoor gym space
 Heating the pool
Weston & Sampson, the contractor of the Master Plan Study, were very impressed by the
condition of the fields in town and by the Memorial Pool filter house.
Ms. Pendergast would like the Recreation Staff to look into organizing and providing a pickle
ball class both outdoors in the good weather and indoors (preferably at Field School) during the
winter months.
Rail Trail
Eric Rosenthal
There are no new updates. The next Rail Trail meeting will be Monday February 25 th. There
have been suggestions for more natural looking benches and more than the recommended
number of benches. The Rail Trail committee will also be reviewing the accessibility of the trail.

Swimming Pool Events
Chris Fitzgerald/Sharon Locke
Eleven special events have been scheduled at the Memorial Pool for the summer of 2019
including “Food Truck-Badminton-Corn Hole” on Saturday July 20th between the hours of 12:00
pm – 3:00 pm, which will include a food truck option. Mr. Rosenthal recommended that the
name of the event be changed to “Picnic at the Pool”. Ms. Pendergast also feels that more
people will attend if the event name is changed to “Picnic at the Pool”. Ms. Locke said that it
may be too late to change the name of the event in the program brochure but she will advertise
it at the Memorial Pool as “Picnic at the Pool”.
Shading at Lamson
Chris Fitzgerald/Melissa Crocker
Ms. Crocker has gotten many complaints about the lack of shading at Lamson Park and would
like to see a shade structure be put in. Ms. Pendergast agrees with Ms. Crocker but feels that
Historical needs to give permission before the idea can be entertained. Mr. Fitzgerald explained
that a shade structure is hard because the playground is built on two levels but he will
determine the square footage of the area and get an estimate on a shade structure. Ms. Locke
mentioned that there are some grants that provide money for shade structures such as The
Shade Foundation. Mr. Rosenthal asked Mr. Fitzgerald to look into options and pricing and
report back at the March meeting.
New Business
CPC Representation
Elly Pendergast
Mr. Fitzgerald reviewed the policy and in the absence of a park department/commission the
Board of Selectmen will serve in the role of parks or appoint someone to serve in the role of
parks. Ms. Pendergast stated that very few if any towns have Board of Selectmen sitting on
their CPC Board as the parks representative. She feels strongly that the person appointed
should be from the recreation commission. Ms. Crocker added that regardless of who is
appointed they should make it a point to come to the Recreation Commission meetings to fill in
the Recreation Commission on what is going on with the CPC and Open Space and Recreation
funding.
Next Meetings:

March 288, 2019 and April 25, 2019

Motion: Motion made to adjourn the meeting
Moved: Mr. Rosenthal, Second: Mr. Zhu
Meeting Adjourned

Attachment 1: Weston Council on Aging presentation.

