RECREATION MASTER PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
MARCH 15, 2019, 7:00 AM
WESTON COMMUNITY CENTER
20 ALPHABET LN., WESTON, MA 02493

Members Present: Trevor MacDonald, Kristin Barbieri, Michael McGrath, Ben Polimer,
Christopher Fitzgerald, Charlie Hipwood, Mark Ferris, Michelle Callanan
Members absent: Peter Foley, John Power, Alex Cobb, Melissa Crocker
Guests: Katarina Wilkins
The meeting commenced at 7:03 AM
Public Comments – Katarina Wilkins announced that the Sustainable Weston Action Group (SWAG) is
leading an effort for the Second Annual Weston Town Cleanup on April 21-27, 2019. She shared details
of the event and invited the groups represented from all present to encourage their constituents to take
part.
Minutes
The Minutes from the January 25, 2019 and February 13, 2019 meetings were reviewed and approved.
Recreation Master Plan Update
Initial results of a survey released in February were discussed. The survey garnered 238 responses,
which – according to the consultants – is consistent with other towns and other surveys.
Among the discussion was:






The survey seemed too long
o This may have affected the number and quality of responses
There were no written surveys available which could reduce the likelihood of some segments of
the population to participate
The number of responses – though typical from the consultant point of view – may not be
typical of Weston, given that more than 400 responded to the Open Space and Recreation Plan
survey a couple of years ago
What has the consultants gathered from the survey thus far?

With the data being so new, there was a sense among the Committee that more analysis was needed
from the consultant and an idea of what direction they see this project headed before having another
public input meeting. There is a sense that a follow-up survey is warranted, but it should be shorter and
help pull out more usable and definitive data. Mr. Polimer and Mr. Fitzgerald were to set up a
conference call with the lead consultants to include Mr. MacDonald and Mr. Cobb to get some clarity

and provide a better sense of direction and what is being expected. The RMPSC also requested that the
consultants attend a future RMPSC meeting to share more information and direction before hosting a
public input session.
CPC Funding Request
The CPC had inquired about the RMPSC interest in obtaining the additional $10,000 in CPC funds that
were originally applied for in September but left unfunded, with a request to return closer to the end of
the Fiscal Year. They requested that a representative attend the CPC public hearing on Monday, March
25. Ms. Callanan volunteered to attend on behalf of the RMPSC.
Field and Grounds Update
Mr. Polimer gave a report on Field and Grounds activities since last meeting. The report is included in
the attachment.

Attachment 1: Field and Grounds Report.

