Minutes of Regular Meeting
Board of Selectmen
Wednesday, July 10, 2019
Selectmen’s Meeting Room – Town Hall
Called to Order at 9:00 a.m.
Present were Selectmen Laurie Bent, Harvey Boshart, and Christopher Houston, Chair. Also present were
Town Manager Leon A. Gaumond and Assistant Town Manager/Human Resources Director Lisa
Yanakakis. Recording Secretary is Kara Fleming. Videographer – Alanna Muldoon, Weston Media
Center
Item 1 – Resident Comments
Mr. John McKenzie of Boston Post Road said he has been attending many meeting of various boards and
committees, as well as watching them on Weston Media Center, and asked the Selectmen to consider a
suggested meeting format of content for committee members, which he felt would be good for community
and public information:
 Include a link to Weston Media Center video in meeting minutes
 Members should introduce themselves
 Major reports or presentations cited or submitted should be included with minutes
 Resident comments are not always present in the minutes or are the procedures appropriately
communicated
 Committees communicate to residents more openly through avenues other than the newspaper
 Have the November All Committee Meeting filmed by Weston Media Center
 Invest in portable microphones for all meetings
 Conduct a periodic critique of the website search function
Mr. Houston said he will follow-up with how things are currently handled and the Selectmen will discuss
at another meeting.
Item 2 – Eversource Grant of Location Hearing: Church Street
Barbara Kelleher, Rights and Permits
Ms. Kelleher said National Grid is interested in installing approximately 860-feet of 4-inch gas main in
Church Street, from the existing gas main near house no. 39 on Church Street, northerly to the gas main at
utility pole 3/30, and approximately 90-feet of 4-inch gas main on Old Road from the new main in
Church Street to the existing main in Pigeon Hill Road. Ms. Kelleher said this is for system
reinforcement. The Department of Public Works reviewed the petition and recommends the approval,
with conditions.
Mr. Houston opened the floor to public comment. Mr. Neil Levitt of Church Street asked to review the
plans.
MOTION: Mr. Boshart moved to approve the petition by National Grid to install gas mains for system
reinforcement under the public way of Church Street, from approximately house number 39 northerly to
utility pole number 3/30, and in Old Road, from the new main in Church Street to the existing main in
Pigeon Hill Road, as described in Work Order #1031174 and per conditions set out by the Public Works
Department. 2nd by Ms. Bent. Approved unanimously
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Item 3 – Discussion of Political Signs in the Town’s Right-of-Way
John Field, Zoning Enforcement Officer/Land Use Coordinator/Building Inspector
Mr. Houston explained that a few complaints have been received regarding the placement of political
signs in the Town’s right-of-way and on public land. The town’s right-of-way includes specific footage of
land between the road and private residential property. Past practice has been that if a complaint about a
sign is received, the sign is removed from public land by Police or Public Works. Recently, a resident
complained about signs in the public right-of-way that pertain to a 40B project and several of these signs
were removed. Mr. Field said the complaint came in while he was on vacation and if he had been notified
he would have instructed for the signs to remain, as it is not the position of his department to remove
signs. Typically, if a sign becomes a public safety issue then it would be removed. Mr. Houston said the
town has a political sign policy but a distinction between town-owned land and the Town’s right-of-way
is not made in the policy. Mr. Field said a municipality has the ability to restrict the size of a sign, but he
is wary of restricting signs based on content. Ms. Bent agreed that it is appropriate for residents to express
themselves but there should be an appropriate size. Mr. Boshart noted that political signs often go up
before Town Meeting or Town Election and they come down afterward; however, the anti-development
signs will be up for a long while. Mr. Houston suggested the policy be amended to add the distinction
between town land and the town’s right-of-way but he would like to speak with Town Counsel and also
survey other municipalities for their sign policies before making any changes.
Item 4 – Approve Transfers between Accounts for Fiscal Year 2019
Susan Kelley, Finance Director
Mr. Gaumond said there one transfer of $10,000 for Police overtime to transfer from the excluded debt
service to police salaries.
MOTION: Mr. Houston moved to authorize the transfer of $10,000 from the excluded debt line item to
the Police Salaries overtime line item as recommended by the Town Manager as an end-of-the-year fiscal
transfer; 2nd by Ms. Bent. Approved unanimously
Ms. Kelley explained that the spending limit for the Solar Array Revenue Revolving Fund needs to be
increased from $700,000 to $900,000 because of increased solar credits. As of May 31st, there have been
$699,000 in solar credits and of this, $279,000 has been used to offset leasing costs and $420,000 has
been used to offset departmental electricity costs. Massachusetts General Law Chapter 44, Section 53E
1/2 authorizes the Board of Selectmen and Finance Committee to increase the spending limit for a
revolving fund in any fiscal year, if necessary. The annual spending limit for fiscal 2019 for this revolving
fund, approved by Annual Town Meeting, is $700,000. Mr. Houston asked if it should just be raised to
$1,000,000 instead.
MOTION: Mr. Houston moved to increase the annual spending limit for the Solar Array Revolving Fund
from $700,000 to $1,000,000; 2nd by Ms. Bent. Approved unanimously
Item 5 – Discuss Transfer Station Permit Costs
Ms. Kelley said current analysis shows transfer station costs at 73 percent, which is within the 70-75
percent threshold goal and therefore, permit fees would not need to be raised. Mr. Houston said he would
like to review the numbers and discuss any possible recommendations as it relates to Pay As You Throw.
The current Transfer Station Permit fees are as follow:
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$240 - Primary Permit
$148 - 65+ Primary Permit
$39 - Secondary Permit
$35 - Recycling Only
$130 - Horse Manure (per horse)
$65 - Five-day Permit
$15 - Replacement Permit

MOTION: Mr. Houston moved to keep the Transfer Station Permit fees the same for the 2019/2020
permit period. 2nd by Ms. Bent. Approved unanimously
Item 6 – Discuss Moving the Annual Budget Hearing
Mr. Gaumond informed the Selectmen that he has been having internal discussions with department heads
regarding the budget setting process. He continued to state that in other communities, the budget hearing
is at the beginning of the process where residents can provide input ahead of the budget development
process and not the week before Annual Town Meeting when the budget is set. Mr. Gaumond has spoken
with the public school superintendent about this as well and he is thinking the budget hearing should be
held in January or February. Mr. Houston said Mr. Gaumond has been speaking to him about this change
and he felt the Town Manager’s and Superintendent’s recommended budget presentation could be
combined and serve as the budget hearing. The recommended budget presentation sets the development
process in motion. Mr. Boshart said there should also be another opportunity for resident feedback at the
end of the budget development. Mr. John Sallay, of the Finance Committee, agreed the budget
development process could use some improvement and suggested a goal-setting session serve as the
budget hearing at the start of the process. Mr. Houston said he has spoken with the School Committee
Chair about this, who is supportive of the idea, and that he would also like to discuss this further with the
Finance Committee chair.
Item 7 – Open Meeting Law Complaint Response
Mr. Houston read the response (attached) as prepared by Town Counsel in response to an Open Meeting
Law complaint.
MOTION: Mr. Houston moved to authorize Town Counsel to submit a response on the Public Records
complaint by Owen Murphy on the Selectmen’s behalf; 2nd by Mr. Boshart. Approved unanimously

Consent Agenda
MOTION: Mr. Boshart moved the consent agenda as follows:
Approve the following Board of Selectmen meeting minutes: June 11, 2019 regular session; May 28,
2019 regular session; and May 14, 2019 regular session
Approve amendment to the agreement for the Regional Housing Services Office between Acton, Bedford,
Burlington, Concord, Lexington, Sudbury, Wayland, and Weston by accepting the withdrawal of
Burlington from the membership, effective July 1, 2019.
Accept the Conservation Commission’s 2018 Hunting Report.
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Designate Chris Houston to work with the Town Manager to review and release executive session
minutes, as appropriate.
Approve a request from the Chief of Police to accept a gift donation of $3,000 from Mr. and Mrs. Josef
J.D. Gazzola in memory of Josephine Gazzola and to be applied to the Gazzola Memorial Fund.
Approve a request from the Council on Aging to accept a gift donation of $500 from Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Stansky to be applied to the Miscellaneous Gift Account.
Approve request for a permit from Pastoral and Youth Minister, Colm McGarry, for St. Julia’s Parish
charity walk on Saturday, September 28, 2019, starting at 10:00 a.m. Request for a permit has been
approved by Police and Fire departments and Public Works, subject to conditions.
2nd by Mr. Houston. Approved unanimously

Regular meeting adjourned at 10:31 a.m.

___________________________________________
Laurie Bent
Clerk
Note: A copy of all documents, explanatory material, and exhibits presented to and used by the Board of Selectmen as part of this
meeting are attached to the approved minutes.
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