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Area
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Form numbers in Area

223, 280-285, 579-584

Nauck
Weston

Town:

Place or Neighborhood:
Name of Area:
Present

use:

Chestnut Street
residential

Construction Dates or Period:

c.1696 to present
Overall

condition:

good to excellent
Major Intrusions & Alterations:

none

Acreage:
Photo Roll:
Photo Film

Sketch

Roll 23,24
No.: see listing

Map:

Recorded

about 80 acres
by:
Pamela W. Fox

Organization:

Weston Historical Commission
Date:
June 15, 1998

(see attached sheets)

•

Chestnut Street is one of the earliest streets in Weston. The distinctive sharp bend in the path of the
road reflects the earliest land division lines. This is one of the town's designated scenic roads,
loved for its gently rolling topography, stone walls, naturalistic landscaping, and "country"
character. This area form covers the part of Chestnut Street from #1 to #118 and also #140. The
western end of the street, which is not included, has recently been developed with large new
homes on landscaped lots. Along the rest of the street, much of the open land is still maintained as
meadow rather than lawn, and in general landscaping avoids a manicured appearance. Located at
the eastern end of the street is the restored farmhouse generally considered to be the oldest
remaining house in Weston. Several other houses along the street, although built in the 1950s and
1960s, are excellent, well-proportioned Colonial Revival examples which appear to be earlier in
date. These houses lead most people to presume that Chestnut Street has many early historic
houses, although, in fact, only one was built before 1870 and almost half of the houses within the
area form date after World War U. Also contributing greatly to the architectural character of the
street are a group of modest homes on small lots on the-south side of the street, built between 1885
and the mid-1930s in a variety of styles. One feature of the street which accounts, in part, for its
appeal is that nothing is regular or predictable. Lots sizes within the area covered by this form vary
widely, from 1/3 of an acre to a high of over 10 acres. Age of houses ranges from ca.1696 to the
present day. Set back of houses varies from about 10' to almost 500'. Houses vary greatly in
size, scale and design, from modest 1 1/2 story cottages to large mansions. What brings this
disparate group of houses into something of a coherent whole is the sense that the street "feels" old
and historic, that the street evolved "naturally" over time rather than through a subdivision process
specifying regular lot sizes and setbacks, and that a high percentage of the houses, whether old or
new, do not call attention to themselves. In future years, it is expected that this street will continue
to be a favored location for new construction and also "tear downs," to make way for new
construction. If there is to be any hope of preserving the street's special "sense of place," it is
essential that new houses be designed to fit in with the character of the street by using traditional
architectural styles and informal, natural landscaping.
Historical Narrative:

see continuation sheet: yes

The history of Chestnut Street follows a pattern very common in Weston history. Untti the late
19th century, Weston was predominantly a farming community and land on Chestnut Street was
part of several farms. Only one of the early farmhouses remains today. As in other areas of
Weston, these farms were purchased in the late 19th and early 20th century by well-to-do Boston
business and professional men who developed country estates there. The eastern end of Chestnut
Street was pan of the William Hill estate and the western end was largely bought up by General
Charles Jackson Paine, one of the first and most important of Weston estate owners, who was to
become the town's largest landowners. A small farm and Colonial farmhouse no longer standing
at the bend of the road also became a country retreat, belonging to Boston lawyer E. Sohier
Welch. All three of these properties were run as "gendeman's farms" well into the 20th century.
Some of the Paine estate land is still owned by family members, who have preserved several of the
original estate buildings and undeveloped land. The rest of the land formerly part of these country
estates was gradually subdivided, in most cases after World War JJ, into large lots for the building
of substantial new homes. Another farm on the street, the Barker Farm on the south side, was
never bought up by the Boston contingent, and for this reason followed a different development
pattern. This land was subdivided again and again as pieces were sold off or deeded to family
members. The result is that this part of the street was developed with modest homes on small lots
owned by Barker descendants, staff of nearby estates, and local tradesmen.
Recommended as a National Register District: no
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One other pre-World War II house of distinctive design is 27 Chestnut Street (1934, MHC
579, Map #4), a 2 1/2 story, five-bay, hipped roof Colonial Revival which is difficult to see from
the street except for the "widows walk" balustrade along the roof.

Historical Narrative (continued)

At the time of the 1794 Kingsbury map, two farmhouses were located on Chestnut Street. One of
these, One Chestnut Street (ca.1696, MHC 223, Map #1) has traditionally been considered the
earliest remaining house in Weston. The farm was one of the original land divisions laid out in
Weston in 1642. Miles Ives received Lot #68, a total of 78 acres, in the third "Lott or Division."
Miles and Martha Ives had a daughter, Sarah, who married Lewis Allen. Their son, Abel, who
was born in 1669, inherited the farm from his grandfather and is thought to have built the present
house about 1696. Abel Allen was one of the nineteen original members of the Weston Church
when it gathered in 1710. In the later 18th century, the house was owned by Thomas Rand,
housewright, Revolutionary War patriot, and prominent local citizen who served the town in many
capacities. Descendants of the Rand family lived in the house until 1903.
The other Colonial farmhouse, on the site of the present 85 Chestnut Street at the sharp bend in the
road, belonged to John Coburn at the time of the 1794 Kingsbury map and later to farmer Luther
Sanderson Upham. This house burned to the ground in late December, 1929.
By the time of the 1875 Middlesex County Atlas, a third house had been built on the street, the
Luther Frank Upham House at 109 Chestnut Street (1870, MHC 281, Map #11). Luther F.,
the second child of Luther Sanderson Upham, was a farmer and a charter member of the local
chapter of the Ancient Order of United Workmen, Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, a society of
workmen formed in 1884 to encourage fellow members in sickness and distress and to provide
money to their families in case of death.
Sometime between 1875 and 1889, when another Middlesex County Atlas was published, two
houses were built on the south side of Chestnut Street on the Nathan Barker Farm. The farm was
later inherited by the two children, Amri and Mary Barker, and they and their descendants were
largely responsible for the development of the properties between 40 and 74 Chestnut Street on the
south side of the street. Amri inherited the main farmhouse and barn, which was located on the
parcel now numbered 52 and burned down in the late 40's or early 50's. 44 Chestnut Street
(ca.1895, MHC 584, Map #28) was a tenant house for the Barker Farm, as was the later house
next door at 40 Chestnut Street (ca.1920, Map #29). 74 Chestnut Street (1885, MHC 582,
Map #23) was built for Mary Barker when she married Oliver L.Sherburne. After Oliver died,
Mary and her daughter-in-law, Mrs. Nathan Sherburne, contracted with William Henderson to
build the house at 70 Chestnut Street (ca.1913, Map 25). This house was completely
remodelled in the 1980s. As payment for #70, the Sherbumes deeded the orchard to Henderson,
who saved a part of an old summer house on the property and incorporated it into a new house for
himself and his family at 78 Chestnut Street (1914, Map #22) The barn on the property was
Wm. Henderson's workshop. Another Barker descendant, Charlie Foster, was responsible for the
high stone wall at 52 Chestnut Street, built about 1978-80. Barker family members sold a lot to
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Mr. James Tebo, chauffeur and handyman for E. Sohier Welch (see below), who built the house
now at 56 Chestnut Street (ca.1913, Map

#26).

During the late 19th century, Weston became a popular location for country homes owned by
wealthy Boston businessmen and professionals. These men purchased existing farms and either
made use of the old farmhouses or constructed a more up-to-date house, depending on their taste
for the rustic. One estate owner who impacted the Chestnut Street Area was Charles Jackson
Paine (1833-1916), one of the first of the new social order to purchase land in Weston. In 1868,
Paine purchased the Elisha Jones/Gen.Thomas Marshall farm on Highland Street near the corner of
Chestnut and proceeded to acquire large amounts of land anywhere in the vicinity. Eventually,
Paine became the largest landowner in Weston, with 658 acres at thetimeof his death in 1916.
Paine purchased the Luther F. Upham property at 109 Chestnut Street in 1892 and used it as
the home for his farm manager and later the family chauffeur. The Paine barn at 140 Chestnut
Street (18th and 19th c, MHC 284 and 285, Map #14), a large complex of 18th and 19th century
stables and bams, was converted to an unusual barn-like contemporary house in 1970. The house
at 118 Chestnut Street (ca.1870, MHC 282, Map #16) was built as an ell on the Paine's
mansard-roofed addition to the earlier farmhouse, constructed in the 1870s. This ell was moved to
its present location in the late 19th century and used as a house for the estate gardener. Also on
this property is the Paine estate bowling alley (MHC 283, Map #15) As of 1998, Paine relatives
continue to live at #118, #140, and an adjacent house at 150 Chestnut Street.
At the turn of the century, 85 Chestnut Street was sold to wealthy Boston lawyer E. Sohier Welch,
who used it as a summer house and "gendeman's farm" with someridinghorses and a few cows.
Douglas Henderson, son of builder Wm. Henderson, feels that the clapboard bam now on the
neighboring property at 81 Chestnut Street (barn is MHC 580, Map #8A), was built by the
Welches in the early 20th century.
At the other end of the street, the ca.1696 Abel Allen House and 70-acre farm was purchased in
1903 by William Hill and his wife Caroline Rogers Hill. The arrival and departure of the Hills, like
others of social interest, was announced in the Waltham Free Press with items like this one of
March 22, 1912: "Mr. and Mrs. W.H.Hill will spend Saturday & Sunday at their cottage on
Wellesley Street." Through the 1920s, the property was still a working farm, with cows, horses,
pigs and chickens. The Hills property extended along the north side of Chestnut Street all the way
to the eastern boundary of the present #81. In 1933, the Hill Land Trust sold off almost 27 acres
along Chestnut Street to Sarah H. Gordon, wife of Nathan H. Gordon. The Gordons built the
handsome Colonial Revival mansion at 27 Chestnut Street (1934, MHC 579, Map #4) which
they sold to Russell F. Riley in 1938.
In the late 1920s and early 1930s, William Henderson built two more houses on the street. Oliver
Sherburne's granddaughter, Ruth, married Horace Morton, and William Henderson built them a
house at 72 Chestnut Street (MHC 583, Map #24) in 1928-9, taking as payment some
additional land next to his house. The next house built by Henderson was on the site of the 18th
century farmhouse at 85 Chestnut Street. In 1928, the earlier Colonial farmhouse, which then
belonged to E. Sohier Welch, had been sold to a man named West, who decided to remodel it.
Workmen left a burning log in one of thefireplaceswhich rolled off the heanh, starting the fire
which destroyed the house. West sold the property, including the fieldstone foundation and
chimney, to Carmelita Hinton, one of the founders and the director of the Cambridge School, and
later director of the Putney (Vermont) School. William Henderson rebuilt the house at 85
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Chestnut Street (1931,MHC 581, Map #9) in the Colonial Revival style, using the foundation
and central chimney. The architect Clifford Allbright, worked in Boston but had strong Weston
connections. Allbright built the houses at 8 Rolling Lane, 222 Boston Post Road, and 41 Summer
Street for his father-in-law and sisters-in-law (see inventory forms). He also designed the first St.
Peter's Church, now the Christian Science church in Weston Center. The bill for the work at 85
Chestnut Street, dated 1932, totaled $14,500. Because of its close proximity to the street and 18th
century proportions, the house "reads" as earlier than its early 1930s date, even through the styling
is clearly Colonial Revival. The lots on either side of #85 were once part of the
Upharn/Welch/Hinton property.
The former Upham property on the south side of the street at 88 Chestnut Street was sold in 1934
to James Henry McManus, who was in the restaurant business. McManus had a pre-fab house
erected there, together with a garage and bam. This lot has since been subdivided and a house
erected at #84. Also in the 1930s, Oliver Patriquin, an Irish blacksmith, built the simple houses at
34,36 and 38 Chestnut Street on land formerly part of the Barker Farm.
Most of the newer houses on the street were built on land which was formerly part of the Paine or
Hill estate. In the mid-1950s, the Paine Trust sold a parcel to Douglas Mercer, who constructed
the handsome Colonial Revival house at 115 Chestnut Street (1956, Map 13) The Paine estate
sold the land for many of the houses at the west end of Chestnut Street, outside the limits of this
area form, while the Hill Trust once owned the land which later became Chadwick Road at the east
end of the street.
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Date
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MHC#
Photo #

#1

Abel Allen House
One Chestnut St.

Ca.1696

Colonial
side gable, 2 1/2

MHC 223
& National
Register
Roll 23/33

#2
(32-20010)

7 Chestnut St.

1978*

English Country
fieldstone, 2 1/2

No MHC #

#3
(32-19)

21 Chestnut St.

1965*

Can't be seen from
street

No MHC #

#4
(32-18)

27 Chestnut St.

1934

Colonial Revival
hip roof, 2 1/2

MHC 579
Roll 23/32

#5
(32-3)

55 Chestnut St.

1964*

Colonial Revival
gable front, 2 1/2

No MHC #

#6
(32-2)

73 Chestnut St.

1952*

Remodelled ranch

No MHC #

#7
(31-14)

77 Chestnut St.

1960*

Can't be seen
from street

No MHC #

#8.
(31-16)

81 Chestnut St.

1965*

Colonial Revival
saltbox, 2 1/2

No MHC #
Roll 24/11

#8A.
(31-16)

Bam

early 20th
century

side gable
1 story

MHC 580
Roll 24/10

1931

Colonial Revival
side gable, 2 1/2

MHC 581
Roll 24/5 & 6

(32-20)

81 Chestnut St.
#9.

(31-17)

85 Chestnut St.
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#10
(31-18)

99 Chestnut St.

1959*

ranch

No MHC #

#11
(31-19)

Luther F. Upham Hse
109 Chestnut St.

1870

Greek Revival/
Italianate, 1 1/2
gable front

MHC 280
Roll 24/4

#12
(31-19)

Barn

19th c.

Clapboard bam
side gable, 1 1/2

MHC 281

1956*

Colonial Revival
hip, 2 stories

No MHC #
Roll 24/3

109 Chestnut St.
#13
(31-20)

115 Chestnut St.

#14
(31-6-021)

Charles Jackson Paine
Barn
140 Chestnut St.

18th &
19th c.

group of bam
buildings
converted to
residence

MHC 284,285
Roll 6,
2A,4A,6A,

#15
(31-8)

Paine bowling alley
118 Chestnut St.

Late 19th
c.

Vernacular
1 story

MHC 283
Roll 6/3A

#16
(31-8)

Paine Ell
118 Chestnut St.

ca.1870

Mansard, 1 1/2

MHC 282
Roll 9/14

#17
(31-6)

100 Chestnut St.

Colonial Revival
side gable,

No MHC#

Set far back from
street, 1 & 1 1/2
story, not
architecturally
notable

No MHC #

1992

#18,19,20
(31-9)

88 Chestnut St.

#21
(31-9-010)

84 Chestnut St.

1996

contemporary use
of traditional
forms

No MHC #

#22
(31-10)

78 Chestnut St.

1900*

vernacular cottage
1 1/2 story

No MHC #

#22A
(31-10)

barn

ca.1900

shingled bam
hip roof, 1 1/2

No MHC #

Italianate
side gable, 2 1/2

MHC 582
Roll 23/28
Roll 24/8 & 9

20th c.

78 Chestnut St.
#23
(31-11)

74 Chestnut St.
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#24
(31-12)

72 Chestnut St.

1928*

Colonial Revival
side gable, 2 1/2

MHC 583
Roll 23/27
Roll 24/7

#25
(31-13)

70 Chestnut St.

1920*

Vernacular,
2 story

NoMHC#
Roll 23/29

#26
(32-37)

56 Chestnut St.

1913*

Vernacular
2 story

No MHC #

#27

52 Chestnut St.

1998

Mansard, 2 1/2

No MHC #

44 Chestnut St.

1895*

Queen Anne
gable front, 2 1/2

MHCj?V

#29
(32-35)

40 Chestnut St.

1920*

Colonial Revival
gambrel, 2 story

#30
(32-34)

38 Chestnut St.

1930*

minimal traditional

no MHC #

#31
(38-7)

36 Chestnut St.

1939*

minimal traditional

no MHC #

#32
(38-6)

34 Chestnut St.

1931*

minimal traditional

no MHC #
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